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INSPECTION:
Cattle may be inspected any time prior to the sale by 
arrangement with Palgrove or the agents. If you can’t make it 
on sale day, we encourage you to inspect the bulls at a time 
convenient to you and bid via phone or Auctionsplus. 

SIGHT UNSEEN PROGRAMME:
If you are unable to attend our Annual Sale, we now offer a Sight 
Unseen Programme to our commercial clients.

Call us and let us know what you are looking for and we will 
discuss the traits you want to emphasize, your price range, your 
markets and any other information such as pedigree that is 
pertinent to your selections.

We’ll advise if we have bulls that meet your specifications and 
if instructed to do so, we will try to buy the bull for (or under) 
your agreed price. When a bull is delivered, if he is not what we 
said he was, he will be returned to us with no cost to you. Your 
complete satisfaction is guaranteed.

AUCTIONSPLUS:
AuctionsPlus is an alternate bidding option to attending the 
sale in person - and is only available to registered users. We 
recommend registering online as soon as possible - at least 
24hrs prior to the sale. 
Register at www.auctionsplus.com.au

TELEPHONE LINk: 
Mobile telephones operate very successfully at the sale venue, 
so please make arrangements with us or the agents as soon as 
possible for a telehone linkup to the sale. 

BREEDING SOUNDNESS:
All rising two year old bulls offered for sale have passed a semen 
test by Veterinarian, Ced Wise. Yearling bulls will be either semen 
tested or soundness evaluated.
All bulls offered for sale have been examined by the stud’s 
Veterinary consultant for structural and physical soundness to 
Australian Veterinary Association standards. A Bull Breeding 
Soundness Evaluation Certificate will be available for each bull.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
The sale bulls have scan data supplied by certified scanning 
technician, David Reid for Eye Muscle Area, Rump & Rib Fat, 
Marbling (IMF%) and will also have Sale Weight and Scrotal Size 
measurements - which are overseen by Vet, Cedric Wise. 

GUARANTEE: 
All stock are guaranteed breeders. Any claim against the 
breeding ability of an animal purchased should be made in 
writing and accompanied by a Veterinary Certificate within six 
months of the date of sale. In the event of an animal failing to 
breed, it may either be replaced with an animal of comparable 
value or credit to the full purchase price will be given at the 
following sale or on a private sale animal. 

HEALTH:
Palgrove is an accredited TB and Brucellosis free herd and all of 
our properties are recognised as Johnes Disease Protected so 
stock are free to move anywhere in Australia. 
All sale bulls have been innoculated twice with 7-in-1 and 3 
Day Sicknessand 3 germ tick blood vaccinated.

Note: 

All sale bulls have been DNA tested for Pestivirus 
and are all PI negative.  

DELIVERY:
We take personal interest in the efficient delivery of all stock 
after the sale. Agents GDL will be handling the delivery of sale 
cattle.
Note: It is not necessary to spray or dip cattle from the Palgrove 
Sale if crossing into NSW 

Palgrove is offering buyers Freight Assistance to 
several major centres throughout Australia where 
possible. Please talk to the agents or David 
Bondfield prior to the sale for details.

REFRESHMENTS:
Refreshments for morning tea and lunch will be provided at 
the sale by the St. Joseph’s School Stanthorpe P & F Committee. 
Complimentary post sale hospitality will be offered by Palgrove, 
so please join us.

Charolais Group Breedplan Averages June 2010

BW Milk 200 400 600 SS EMA Rump Dom$ Exp$

EBV 0.7 2 8 16 19 0.5 1.2 0.0 17 22

Sale Information



PERFORMANCE DATA

Palgrove has been performance evaluating our Charolais 
cattle from the inception of the stud over 41 years ago. We 
were one of the first Charolais studs to start recording with 
Breedplan in the early eighties and have input more weight, 
carcass and fertility related data than any other Charolais herd 
in the country. We are proud of the statistically measured 
‘genetic progress’ that has been achieved in our herd since 
then. We have focused our breeding selections on the most 
economically relevant traits for our commercial clients. 

We believe that balanced selection for moderate birth weight, 
fast early growth, moderate mature size and optimum levels of 
muscle and fat cover is the key to commercial profitability.

Further, the emphasis we place on specific traits in our 
breeding programme changes over time, in response to 
our clients’ changing beef markets and more recently, the 
changing environmental conditions.

Twenty years ago, we witnessed a demand for larger, taller 
bulls with extreme muscle and very little attention given to 
fat cover and finishing ability. In the last ten years, our clients’ 
needs have again changed - as processors and feedlot buyers 
introduced higher penalties for cattle that weren’t finishing. 

We again responded to our clients’ needs and our selection 
focus shifted to producing bulls with optimum fat cover  
and good doing ability without losing the weight gain and 
muscling that Charolais are so well known for. 

As with everything we do at Palgrove, we struck a balance 
- we utilise Breedplan figures in conjunction with that ‘all 
important’ cattleman’s eye to select the types of cattle that 
work in the paddock, as well as on paper. We believe that we 
have stabilised our herd into a highly relevant, commercially 
focused breeding unit able to fit current beef market 
specifications.

The consistency of the bulls offered in this year’s sale are 
testament to the success of these breeding objectives. We 
believe that there is not one bull catalogued in this sale that 
will not add value to a stud or commercial herd.  
Years of breeding cattle has shown us that reliance on 
Breedplan figures alone won’t produce bulls that satisfy all of 
the needs of our clients’ markets and environments. 
In the real world of commercial beef production, bulls must deliver 
a balance of performance on paper and substance in the paddock 
to bring added value to a stud or commercial cattle enterprise. 
Our clients should expect nothing less from Palgrove.

THE BULLS:
The 2010 Palgrove Bull Sale offers plenty of options for buyers 
in different markets and a range of environments.
Two Year Old Charolais:
The two year old bulls represent some of our most consistent 
bloodlines ever catalogued, with a large number of embryo 
transplant lots confirming the draft as a ‘top shelf’ offering. 
Yearling Charolais:
We have catalogued the best draft of yearling bulls ever 
offered by Palgrove. Their pedigrees are flawless and they fit 
the mould of their two year old counterparts to perfection. 
They feature some of our exciting ‘first time’ sires as well as our 
tried and proven performers. A commonsense approach to 
managing yearlings will reward you with an extra year out of these 
young stars. They are well grown and reproductively mature.
Hybrid Charolais/Angus & Charolais/Shorthorn:
Again this year, we are offering a select number of these versatile 
young bulls - bred to fit beef markets from Tasmania to the Territory. 
Our commitment to breeding ‘industry focused’ cattle for our 
clients has not wavered in our Hybrid breeding programme. The 
Charolais strengths of fast growth, high yield and survivability 
blend perfectly with the British breed traits of marbling, 
milking and easy finishing ability. Producers can input these 
complementary traits into a breeding programme more efficiently. 
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Average Growth EBV’s for Palgrove 2010 Sale 
Bulls compared to Charolais breed average.

Average Eye Muscle Area & Rump Fat EBV’s for 
Palgrove 2010 Sale Bulls compared to Charolais 
breed average.



PALGROVE CHAROLAIS STUD:
One of the first studs to be established in this country, Palgrove 
Charolais was founded by Peter and Valerie Bondfield with the 
birth of the first Charolais cross calves in 1970. The cattle were 
originally upgraded from quality Shorthorn and high grade 
Brahman females. We believe that this original upgrading 
breed composition has helped to establish the “Palgrove Type” - 
Charolais which are unique in their ability to finish with pliable 
skin and a sleek hair coat.
The stud has grown to a strength of 1300 registered Charolais 
females, along with an annual embryo transplant program with 
around 300 embryos to be implanted in 2010.

 THE COMPOSITE PROGRAMME:
We now have over 800 Brahman, Angus and Shorthorn females 
which are mated to selected Charolais bulls in our Composite 
breeding programme. This has enabled us to develop an 
extensive progeny test programme across a range of sires. The 
best performing progeny from each of these cross breeding 
programmes are retained as sale bulls.

 THE PROPERTIES:
The Palgrove stud and commercial herds are run on five 
properties in four different locations. Palgrove and Strathgarve in 
the Dalveen district (south of Warwick); Killaloo at Drillham (east 
of Roma); Mountview at Ben Lomond (south of Glen Innes, NSW) 
and “Rhodesia”, Emerald.

THE SHOW RING:
It is our firm belief that exhibiting cattle at shows has an 
important role to provide a “shop window” comparison 
of cattle between breeds and studs. However, our 
main breeding objective at Palgrove is to raise large 
numbers of quality cattle and run them under realistic 
commercial conditions so that our buyers are more 
readily able to select on the basis of an animal’s genetic 
merit. We also believe that objective performance 
measurement and visual appraisal must go hand in 
hand.

THE SALE BULLS:
Our policy has always been to prepare our sale bulls on pasture 
and oats, so that they remain structurally and reproductively 
sound. This often means that the sale weight of our bulls may 
be slightly less than bulls at other sales where bulls have been 
prepared on a high grain ration. 

In our opinion, a bull’s career begins rather than ends on sale 
day - so be cautious about comparing bull weights and fat 
scans between the various sales. Comparison of bulls in a 

contemporary group is a far more 
reliable indicator. It is in your best 
interests to purchase bulls that have 
had a moderate long term feed 
ration rather than one that has been 
‘pumped up’ for sale day. 

SEMEN SHARE:
Palgrove Charolais retains a 1/8 
semen share in every registered 
Charolais bull in the 2010 sale.
Semen collection on a limited 

number of bulls has already been 
done and there will be no further call on the sale bulls (unless 
by separate mutual arrangements between the vendor and the 
purchaser).

The retained 1/8 semen share on all bulls will be reflected on 
the registration transfer certificate which we forward to the 
Charolais Society of Australia. 

If you are not a member of the Society and wish to register your 
bull, please contact the Charolais Society office for membership 
details on (02) 6771 1666.
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“Natural balance” 
tells us that a bull 
is structurally very 

correct and has 
freedom of movement 

and extra mobility...
it is a “go out to work 
attitude”, which can’t 

be measured by EBV’s.


