
Taking advantage of multiple 
resources to determine the best 
females within your herd is critical 
to identifying and propagating 
leading genetics. HD 50K for Angus 
allows you to learn more about your 
females at a younger age and utilise 
this information to meet your herd’s 
breeding and management goals.

Low Accuracies with EBVs
In her lifetime the average female will 
produce five to seven calves. With 
so few offspring—compared to bulls 
that can have hundreds or thousands 
of progeny—the accuracy of her 
Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) is 
relatively low.

“Historically, we have had limited 
genetic information on the maternal 
side because the dam produces a 
relatively small number of offspring. 
Until now that has meant that 
breeders have had their hands 
somewhat tied. After all, you can 
only make decisions based on the 
information available,” says  
Dr Mark Allan, Pfizer Animal Genetics 
Associate Director of Global Technical 
Services. “Because of this limitation, 
producers make decisions with 
less precision, resulting in greater 
variation in expected outcomes.”

Investing in the Future
Because of the low accuracy of female  
EBVs, raising females is a big 
investment in both time and money.  
“When you consider that raising a  
female is over a three-year endeavour— 
from the time she is conceived and 
born to the time she produces 
offspring old enough 
to merchandise—it is 
critical to your bottom 
line that you capitalise 
on her genetic merit as 
soon as possible. Other 
than EBVs and genomic 
predictions, there are no 
other ways to know if 
keeping her in your herd 
is in the best interest of 
your business,” says  
Dr Allan.

HD 50K for Angus 
technology allows you 
to gather more reliable 
information earlier in 
life, equipping you to 
make critical selection 
and mating decisions. 
The technology can 
also be used to help determine 
which females might be flushed, 
which ones will mother the next 
generation and which animals will 
be sold.

Dr Allan notes that breeders are 
ultimately trying to move their 
population forward utilising the 
genetics that best match their 
individual goals and those of their 
customers. “How ranchers are 
making selection decisions is the key. 
Using HD 50K for Angus leads to a 
lifetime of better mating decisions.”

A Long-term Vision
While the result of a mating 
selection can be seen in the short 
term, the long-term results of these 
decisions may take three to four 
years to be fully realised. 

“Testing with HD 50K for Angus 
helps us look to the future as we 
select the elite females in the herd,” 
explains Don Nicol, a consultant who 
works with Pfizer Animal Genetics 
in Australia. “The industry will look 
vastly different in five to 10 years and 
HD 50K for Angus can help select 

the elite females that will ensure 
genetic improvement on a multi-
trait basis for the future. To be at the 
forefront of your breed will require 
elite females with a full EBV and 
HD 50K for Angus profile, as well as 
proven maternal performance and 
productivity in the herd.”

While today’s female selections 
may not result in immediate return, 
the return on investment will be 
seen over time and into future 
generations.“If we only test bulls 
with HD 50K for Angus, we can be 
missing the target,” explains Nicol. 
“HD 50K for Angus is the ticket 
to the future of the producer’s 
breeding programme and can have 
a much greater impact on the herd 
when incorporated into the female 
selection process.”
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the ticket to the future of 
the producer’s breeding 

programme and can 
have a much greater 

impact on the herd when 
incorporated into the 

female selection process.”
— Don Nicol




